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“He who laughs 
last, laughs best.”
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FALSTAFF 
is Giuseppe Verdi's 

final work, 
composed to a libretto by Arrigo Boito, 

loosely inspired by Shakespeare's comedy 
THE MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR. 

This is not the first time Verdi drew 
inspiration from the Bard's works: 

almost 50 years earlier, he had 
conceived his famous “Macbeth”. 

FALSTAFF stands out 
in Verdi's production 

because it is one of 
his only two comedies 

(the first being an early work, 
“Un Giorno di Regno”). 

IN THIS WORK, 
EVERYTHING IS FARCE, 

AS EVIDENCED BY THE WORDS 
THAT END THE OPERA: 

“All the world is comic, 
everyone is born to be jesting. 

And who has the last laugh  
laughs best.”          

ADOBESTOCK205190142-THAUWALD-PICTURES
{from: https://www.medici.tv/en/works/verdi-falsta� -- emended for use here}
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! Synopsis " 

ACT 1!!
!"#$%&'(!

!"#$ %&'($ )*+,-*.$ ",$ *//0,12$ &3$ "45#&5#"1-"1,$ "($ '",$ *5*#-41(-$ *-$ -'1$
6*#-1#$7(($89$:#;$<*=0,$*(2$'",$*//&45+"/1,$>",-&+*$*(2$?*#2&+3&;$@1$
&0-+"(1,$'",$&A1#,51(2"(B$*(2$-'1$(112$-&$"45#&A1$'",$4&(1-*#9$,-*-1$
*(2$2",5*-/'1,$'",$*,,&/"*-1,$C"-'$*$8#&&4$"($'",$D'&(&#E$*#"*$F3#&4$
!'*G1,51*#1H,$@1(#9$7IJ$81+"K+"(B$-'1"#$/+*"4$-'*-$D'&(&#E$5#1A1(-,$
-'14$3#&4$*,,",-"(B$'",$5+&-$-&$C&&$-C&$&3$L"(2,&#H,$4*##"12$+*2"1,$
C"-'$"21(-"/*+$+&A1$+1K1#,;$
!

!"#$%&'(&
M'1$-C&$D41##9$C"A1,E$/&45*#1$+1K1#,$-'19$'*A1$#1/1"A12$3#&4$-'1$
#&B01$G("B'-$*(2$A&C$-&$-1*/'$'"4$*$+1,,&(;$L'"+1$)*+,-*.H,$2",4",,12$
3&++&C1#,$ *(2$:#;$ <*=0,$C*#($N+"/1$ )&#2H,$ '0,8*(2$ &3$ -'1$ 5+*((12$
-#1*/'1#9$ *(2$ 0#B1$ '"4$ -&$ 5+*($ *$ 2131(,1O$ )&#2H,$ 9&0(B$ 2*0B'-1#$
1P/'*(B1,$B*++*(-#"1,$C"-'$-'1$*#21(-$9&0(B$)1(-&(O$C'&4$'1#$3*-'1#$
'*,$*+#1*29$#1=1/-12$*,$'1#$,0"-&#;$N,$-'1$41($5*#-O$-'1$C"A1,$,1(2$-'1$
1+21#$:*41$Q0"/G+9$-&$!"#$%&'($-&$,1-$05$*$#&4*(-"/$*55&"(-41(-O$*(2$
1P"-$+*0B'"(B$*8&0-$-'1$5&1-"/$&A1#R#1*/'$&3$'",$+1K1#,S$!"#$%&'()*&+,-.*+&
/-0*&+1(%/-2,1&#.&-33*.+-1456$
!

ACT 2$$
!"#$%&)(!

Q0"/G+9$A","-,$!"#$%&'($C"-'$B#1*-$2131#1(/1$"45+9"(B$-'*-$8&-'$+*2"1,$
*#1$"(3*-0*-12$C"-'$'"4$*(2$-'*-$T",-#1,,$)&#2$/*($1(-1#-*"($'"4$D3#&4$
-C&$0(-"+$-'#11E$C'1($'1#$'0,8*(2$",$*+C*9,$&0-;$L"-'$*$(1C$2131(,1$
5+*(O$T",-1#$ )&#2$ *##"A1,$ *-$ -'1$6*#-1#$ "($ 2",B0",1$ *(2$C"-'$ *$ 3*+,1$
(*41$*(2$81B,$!"#$%&'($-&$C&&$T",-#1,,$)&#2$F'",$C"31J$"($'",$81'*+3$
C"-'$ -'1$ +*#B1$ ,*/G$ &3$ 4&(19$ '1$ ",$ /*##9"(B$ *,$ *$ #1C*#2;$ N3-1#$
1+*8&#*-"(B$T",-#1,,$)&#2H,$/'*,-1$#1,",-*(/1O$'1$",$/&(/1#(12$-&$+1*#($
-'*-$,'1$'*,$*+#1*29$,1-$05$*($*55&"(-41(-$C"-'$-'1$*B12$G("B'-;$L'"+1$
!"#$%&'($/'*(B1,$"(-&$'",$DC&&"(BE$B*#41(-,O$)&#2$,"(B,$&(1$&3$-'1$31C$
*#"*,$ "($-'",$&51#*$+*41(-"(B$C&41(RG"(2$*(2$'",$C"31$ "($5*#-"/0+*#$
C"-'$!'*G1,51*#1H,$ 3*4&0,$ +"(1,$ F#1R/*,-$89$?&"-&$*(2$I1#2"JS$!7&8-//&
%(1,*%& 1%$+15551,*&9*/),3(.& 8-1,& 34& ),**+*+:& (.& 7%-+,3(.& 8-1,& 34& (;$(&
<-1(5551,*.&34&8-'*&8-1,&,*%+*/'=6$L'1($)*+,-*.$#1*551*#,$2#1,,12$3&#$'",$

(intermission -- 10 minutes
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#&4*(-"/$-#9,-O$-'1$-C&$41(O$0(*8+1$-&$*B#11$&($C'&$,'&0+2$1P"-$U#,-O$
+1*A1$-&B1-'1#;$$
!

!"#$%&'(&
M'1$+*2"1,$5#15*#1$-&$#1/1"A1$!"#$%&'($*-$N+"/1$)&#2H,$'&0,1O$*(2$(&-$
+&(B$*3-1#$'1$*##"A1,$*(2$,-*#-,$'",$*4&#&0,$5"-/'O$-'19$*#1$C*#(12$&3$
T1B$ >*"B1H,$ *##"A*+O$ *(2$ '1$ ,-15,$ 81'"(2$ *$ ,/#11($ -&$ '"21;$T",-#1,,$
Q0"/G+9$ 1(-1#,$ C"-'$ (1C,$ -'*-$ )&#2$ ",$ *55#&*/'"(BO$ #*B"(B$ +"G1$ *$
-1451,-O$*(2$'1$-1*#,$"(-&$-'1$'&0,1$C"-'$-&C($3&+G$*(2$(1"B'8&#,$-&$
U(2$-'1$+&A1#$'1$",$/1#-*"($",$5#1,1(-;$N3-1#$)&#2$145-"1,$-'1$+*0(2#9$
8*,G1-$A*"(+9$,11G"(B$-'1$A"++*"(O$-'1$+*2"1,$#15+*/1$-'1$,/*K1#12$+"(1($
*(2$*B#11$-&$,11$"3$)*+,-*.$C"++$U-$"(,"21RC'"/'$'1$",$1*B1#$-&$2&;$M'1$
9&0(B$ V*((1K*$ *(2$ )1(-&($ 1(-1#$ *(2$ ,+"5$ 81'"(2$ -'1$ ,/#11($ -&$
/&(-"(01$ -'1"#$21/+*#*-"&(,$&3$ +&A1;$@1*#"(B$ -'1"#$5#&-1,-*-"&(,$)&#2$
81+"1A1,$'1$'*,$3&0(2$)*+,-*.$C"-'$'",$C"31O$*(2$",$*C1,-#0/G$89$-'1$
,"B'-$&3$'",$2*0B'-1#$*(2$)1(-&($*-$-'1$4&41(-$-'1$,/#11($",$#14&A12;$
L'1($-'1$41(3&+G$/+*"4$-'19$,11$-'1$/0+5#"-$&0-,"21O$*++$#*/1$&.;$$M'1$
C&41($ &#21#$ -'1$ ,1#A*(-,$ -&$ 2045$ -'1$ +*0(2#9$ 8*,G1-$ W$ "($C'"/'$
)*+,-*.$",$'"2"(B$W$"(-&$-'1$#"A1#;$ $N,$-'1$/0#-*"($3*++,O$T",-#1,,$)&#2$
/*++,$'1#$'0,8*(2$-&$ -'1$C"(2&C$-&$,11$ -'1$812#*BB+12$&8=1/-$&3$'",$
=1*+&0,9;$
!

>7.1*%3-++-#.&?&@A&3-.$1*+B&
ACT 3!!

!"#$%&)(&
N-$ ,0(,1-$ )*+,-*.$ +*41(-,$ '",$ -1##"8+1$ -#1*-41(-$ F!8#%1,4& #'& C/-.D&
E$EE-*+6J;$ :*41$ Q0"/G+9$ #1R*551*#,$ 0#B"(B$ '1$ /&(-"(01$ '",$ ,0"-$ &3$
N+"/1O$C'&$",$,"/G$C"-'$+&A1$3&#$'"4O$*(2$-1++,$'"4$-*+1,$&3$-'1$D?+*/G$
@0(-,4*(E$C'&$2"12$*-$ -'1$@1#(1$&*G$ -#11$ "($L"(2,&#$)&#1,-;$M'1$
&-'1#,$,1/#1-+9$&8,1#A1$-'1$G("B'-$#1*2"(B$N+"/1H,$"(A"-*-"&($-&$411-$*-$
4"2("B'-$"($L"(2,&#$)&#1,-O$*(2$#1-0#($-&$-'1"#$'&41,$A&C"(B$-'19$*++$
C"++$411-$*-$-'1$&*G$"($2",B0",1$*-$4"2("B'-;$)&#2$5#&4",1,$:#;$<*=0,$
'1$C"++$5#&(&0(/1$'"4$-'1$ $'0,8*(2$&3$V*((1K*$20#"(B$ -'1$("B'-H,$
*/-"A"-"1,;$$$
!

!"#$%&'(&
)*+,-*.$1(-1#,$ -'1$2*#G$ 3&#1,-$ F2#1,,12$*,$ -'1$*(-+1#12$'0(-,4*(O$*,$
&#21#12J$*,$*$/'0#/'$81++$/'"41,$-'1$'&0#$3&#$4"2("B'-;$@1$'1*#,$N+"/1$
*##"A1$*(2$C1+/&41,$-'1$*22"-"&($&3$T1B$-&$-'1$-#9,-O$80-$8&-'$+*2"1,$
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X0"/G+9$ 21/*45$ *(2$ '1$ ",$ +13-$ *+&(1$ -&$ 3*/1$ /'"+2#1($ 2",B0",12$ *,$
D3*"#"1,E$ *(2$ D"45,E$ *(2$ &-'1#,$ 8#&0B'-$ -&$ "(-"4"2*-1$ '"4;$N-$ +*,-$
#1/&B("Y"(B$ ?*#2&+3&$ "($ -'1$ 2*#G(1,,$ F'",$ &C($ '1*A9R2#"(G"(B$
*,,",-*(-JO$ )*+,-*.$ ,51*G,$05$ -&$5#&-1,-$ 0(3*"#(1,,O$ *(2$ ,*9,$ -'*-$ '1$
!C*2-.+&1#&E*%)*-<*&,*&-+&3(D*&(.&(++56$:01$-&$-'1$2*#G(1,,$*(2$/&,-041$
/'*(B1,O$)&#2H,$+1B*+$5#&(&0(/141(-$4",-*G1(+9$4*G1,$:#;$<*=0,$*(2$
?*#2&+3&$ D4*($ *(2$C"31OE$ *,$ C1++$ *,$ V*((1K*$ *(2$ )1(-&(;$N++$ *#1$
*,-&(",'12$*-$-'",$#1,0+-O$80-$)&#2$*//15-,$"-$B#*/130++9$*(2$"(A"-1,$!"#$
%&'($-&$=&"($-'1$3*4"+9$3&#$2"((1#;$)*+,-*.$+1*2,$-'1$&-'1#$("(1$5#"(/"5*+$
,"(B1#,$"($*$30B01$-'*-$/+&,1,$-'1$&51#*$C"-'$-'1$C&#2,S$*+,,&%-.&/0$,1&
23&405246&.7.$809.&23&:0$9&%0&:.&;.3%29<=&+91&/-0&-#3&%-.&,#3%&,#><-?&
,#><-3&:.3%=@$$

&
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! PRODUCTION " 
 
"#$%!&%$"#'$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$N!"#$"#%&Z&6'('!)*&:#!'%"+!$
()&*+,*%$!(%-.(%((*%$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$<+(,-%"+!$
+,#/#!/%0")%$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$&!").'&:#!'%"+!$
!

CAST: 
 

!7[$%\@V$)N]!MN))$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$&12345!637718$
T7!M^[$)\[:$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$94:;8!6<44;:$
)^VM\V$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$=37>?!%@<>7;4!,1A7>8B18$
:\<M\[$<N%_!$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$";24>37!)348;8C3D$
?N[:\])\$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$61B3B!+<8@E:<8!-;4F$
>7!M\]N$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$>GE17;B!H>7F388:$
T7!M[^!!$N]7<^$)\[:$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$%73?>B!.7>8:F$
VNVV^MMN$F,*%&D($2,1*%J$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$;5;7>;!)<7B3$
T^6$>N76^$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$";24>3773!9;4F>CI>I;$
T7!M[^!!$Q_7<`]a$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$6>7>G;!$>FG3J>G$$
>N6^$FF#C-.J$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$%85E18:!94;:!
LN7M^[$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$K18!(E4>B5>;81$

!!!!!!!&
UNDERSTUDIES$F)#<*%+JS$
!

)N]!MN))$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$>GE17;B!H>7F388:$
T7!M^[$)\[:$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$94>;8!H3>5E!K1E8B18$
)^VM\V$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$61B3B!+<8@E:<8!-;4F$
:[;$<N%_!$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$L;8>37!=>37CB$
?N[:\])\$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$6>GE;37!,M!941N8$
>7!M\]N$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$K18!(E4>B5>;81$
T7!M[^!!$)\[:$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$/>G514>;!L;J>B$
VNVV^MMN$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$L;N8;!&;3!O;4438$$
T^6$>N76^$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$6;4>;A>!93F;<4>$
T7!M[^!!$Q_7<`]a$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$%8C43;!6G";<@E!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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CHORUSS$
!

!
!
!
!
!
!

 
 

Fairy ChorusS$
!

(7;4>B!(4>B;85>O!=37>G>5:!(41NO!K388>P34!(<44;8O!-34383773!,;53!
!

Dancing Chorus of ImpsS$
,43J14!9<44;77$Z$%7;>8;!.7>J>34>!!
$$
$

! ORCHESTRA " 
!

b!"$I7\]7V$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$13A>!6>734;C1J>G$
c#$$I7\]7V$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$#7738!+51F13$
I7\]N$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$/>G514>;!6>BF17GD:$
I7\]\V<^]]\$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$Q;GE;4:!+N335$
:\_?]^$?N!!$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$+R38G34!-E>77>RB$
)]_M^$b$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$6;45E;!"43834$
)]_M^$c$d>7<<\]\$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$';8;!+5;S14C$$
\?\^d^V6]7!@$@\[V$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$#4>G;!)1N;4C$
<]N[7V^Md?N!!$<]N[7V^M$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$%8C43N!941N8$
?N!!\\V$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$+53RE;8>3!(14N>8$
@\[V$b$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$%73?!+E<E;8$
@\[V$c$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$6;C>B18!O;4438$
M[_T>^M$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$(E4>B!(173T>$
?N!!$M[\T?\V^$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$+53J38!Q<@37C34$
6_7MN[$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$>GE17;B!H>7F388:$
>^[<_!!7\V$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$%85E18:!(;7;243B3$
@N[>$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$"4;G3!O18@$

!
!
!
!

/>G514>;!L;J>BO$+#E%(.#$
L;N8;!&;3!O;4438O$+#E%(.#$
6;4>;A>!93F;<4>O$3*GG#&+#E%(.#$
#>7338!O3@A;8O$3*GG#&+#E%(.#$
6>GE;37!,M!941N8O$1*.#%$

!

L;8>37!=>37CO$1*.#%$
6;?!OE37;8O$1*.#%$
%85E18:!94;:O$C(%-1#.*$
,43J14!9<44;77O$C(%-1#.*$$

!

!
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! MUSIC & PRODUCTION STAFF " 
!

!

<\V:_<M\[$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$(E4>B5>;8!(;R1G;GG>;!
!MN6^$:7[^<M\[$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$+53J3!/;<@E;8$
[^@^N[!N]$>7NV7!M$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$K1E8!(1GF34>77!
!MN6^$TNVN6^[$Z$N!!7!MNVM$:7[^<M\[$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$&1B3!);:B!
N!!7!MNVM$!MN6^$TNVN6^[$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$>FF>!=;3!L;E738$
M^<@V7<N]$:7[^<M\[$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$94<G3!-<4C:$$
>[\:_<M7\V$TNVN6^[$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$#A>7:!(E3B3241$
<\!M_T^!$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$-;>@3!O;7C418$
<N!M7V6$N:I7!\[$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$"31S43:!&>@@B$
<@\[^\6[N>@^[$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$%7;>8;!.7>J>34>!
<@\[N]$>[^>N[NM7\V$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$O38C4;!,41N24>C@3$
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IN THE 1890’S, LINDEN HALL OPERA HOUSE was the major entertainment
center of Geneva, New York. It had been named in honor of Jenny Lind, the 
“Swedish Nightingale” who had included Geneva on her tour of the United 
States in 1850. Located on the corner of Seneca and Linden Streets, this hall 
was destroyed by a fierce fire in December 1892.  Its owner and manager, 
F. K. Hardison, subsequently met nurseryman William Smith on the street and 
obtained his commitment to fund the building of a replacement.
 

The architectural firm of Pierce and Bickford of Elmira, NY was hired to 
construct the building, and theatrical architect Leon H. Lempert of Rochester 
contracted to design the interior.  The design envisioned electric lights 
(not then widely in use), moveable floors, and intricate curtains and 
stage devices, and a basically French décor. The brick façade that Pierce 
and Bickford designed in an unusual combination of Italian 
Renaissance and English Baroque style still stands looking much as it did 
when the building opened in October 1894 with a performance by famous actor 
James O’Neil in the play “The Count of Monte Cristo.” Operas followed, 
comedies, dramas, Gilbert and Sullivan, and concerts in which (in addition 
to actor James O’Neil) such luminaries as actress Ellen Terry, Alma Gluck, 
baritone David Bisham, and the dancers of Isadora Duncan appeared.
 

In the 1930’s the interior of the space was altered, retrofitted as a movie 
palace with an exceptionally wide screen and nouveau Moorish details. 
The acoustics of this space — known at various times as The Smith Opera 
House or The Geneva Theatre — which had always made performances 
there so appealing, were not diminished by those renovations or the passage 
of time that left the space in sorry shape when it was put up for sale in 1977.  
Not long after greatly needed repairs to the building were finally 
undertaken to save it from demolition (through the efforts of such Geneva 
residents as former Geneva city councilman Ken Camera, newspaper owner 
Sam Williams, and Steve Hastings, Paul Brown, Dan Belliveau, and Jeff 

Rathaus), the famous violinist Itzhak Perlman appeared on nationwide TV 
praising the sound of his instrument in an old hall he had just played in
 upstate New York.

Now one of the oldest performance spaces in the United States that has been 
in continual use since its opening, The Smith Opera House stands as a 
testament to the will and work and vision of those many from our past 
and present who value the experience of theatre, drama, music, 
and dance as our shared heritage.  It is truly a “landmark of significance”.  

by Gena Rangel
A LANDMARK OF SIGNIFICANCE



 
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